THE   DESSERA   FESTIVALS

our careful mother, Dame Nature, it should seem, has
taken good care to defend the brain, though it may
perhaps be surmised, that folks who furnish such
hazardous evidence of the thickness of their skulls,
have no great slock of brains to protect.

The pretties!: game, to our taste, during the whole of
this long and rather wearisome festival, was one which
might be imitated with some effect by the figurantes
of our own Opera. From a ring in the middle of a
pole stretched horizontally over the centre of the area,
were suspended eight differently coloured silk strings,
the ends of which were held in the hands of as many
little boys. Upon a signal being given, and music
striking up, these eight young persons commenced a
dance, the purpose of which was to plait up the separate
cords into one rope. After working about a couple of
feet of this line, the music changed, and the little
weavers, inverting the order of their dance, undid the
silken strands of their party-coloured rope, and stood
ready to lay them up again, according to the same or
any other pattern which might be ordered by his high-
ness the Maha Rajah of Mysore.
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